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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
rutinvaf Claims 

42. (Currently Amended) A water treatment cartridge for treating water, said water treatment 
cartridge capable of sealingly and releasably engaging a water treatment device, said water 
treatment cartridge comprising: 

(a) a housing, an inlet for introducing water into said water treatment cartridge, an outlet 
port for egress of treated water from said water treatment cartridge, and a treatment 
media for treating water, said treatment media being in fluid communication with said 
inlet and said outlet port; 

(b) a first tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; and 

(c) a second tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; 

wherein said first tube extends from said housing and surrounds said outlet port, and wherein at 
least a portion of said first tube or said second tube surrounds me other such a gap is formed 

between said fi. in.H r said dtube and M guter surface of said bousing such that water is 

vr d flog flpwmg into the .anal og * *e» d * * » M M U u UU imt oortri dgP * 

got seatiag y r agaged Tn ^ " nTpr tr pnt mont device . 
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43 (Previously Presented) The water treatment of claim 42, wherein at least one said sealing 
surface of said second tube and at least one said sealing surface of said first tube are coplanar. 

44. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein at least a 
portion of said inside surface of said first tube and at least a portion of said inside surface of said 
second tube are sealing surfaces. 

45. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein said distal end 
of said first tube extends from said water treatment cartridge housing a greater distance than said 
distal end of said second tube. 

46. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein said first and 
second tubes are without o-rings. 

47 . (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein the diameter of 
said inside surface of said second tube is from about 1 cm to about 5 cm, and wherein the 
diameter of said outside surface of said first tube is from about 0.5 cm to about 3 cm. 

48. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein said second 
tube extends from said first tube, and said first tube extends from said water treatment cartridge 
housing. 

49. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 42, wherein a portion of 
said outside surface of said second tube is a cam surface. 

50. (Currently Amended) A water treatment cartridge for treating water, said water treatment 
cartridge capable of sealing and releasably engaging a water treatment device, said water 
treatment cartridge comprising: 
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(a) a housing, an inlet for introducing water into said water treatment cartridge, an outlet 
port for egress of treated water from said water treatment cartridge, and a treatment 
media for treating water, said treatment media being in fluid communication with said 
inlet and outlet port; 

(b) a first tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; and 

(c) a second tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; 

wherein said first tube extends outwardly from said housing and $urrounds said outlet port, and 
said second tube surrounds at least a portion of said first tube, forming a P n p enclosed between 
gajd fast and second tabes; . adi tort a ga p is fo rme d between sai d fif* t ube and s aid rnrnn rt t ube 
p ri m m n u d it y L ngngi n g T l i o wa i ni treatment rice, and wherein .aid JL ml en d nf nnid -onnnd 
tub e ui tcnds a greater distance than said fetal end of said first tube from said honring- 

^ water treatment cartridge is configured such that no water flows into said gap . . . 

51. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein at least a 
portion of said inside surface of said first tube and at least a portion of said inside surface of said 
second tube are sealing surfaces. 

52. (Previously Presented) the water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein the most distal 
said sealing surface of said first tube extends from said water treatment cartridge housing a 
greater distance than the most distal said sealing surface of said second tube. 
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53. (Previously Presented) the water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein said first and 
second tubes are without o-rings. 

54. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein the diameter of 
said inside surface of said second rube is from about 1 cm to about 5 cm, and wherein the 
diameter of said outside surface of said first tube is from about 0.5 cm to about 3 cm. 

55. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein a portion of 
said outside surface of said second tube is a cam surface. 

56. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 50, wherein said treatment 
media comprises a radial flow carbon block. 

57. (Currently Amended) A water treatment cartridge for treating water, said water treatment 
cartridge capable of sealingly and releasably engaging a water treatment device, water treatment 
cartridge comprising: 

(a) a housing, an inlet for introducing water into said water treatment cartridge, an outlet 
port for egress of treated water from said water treatment cartridge, and a treatment 
media for treating water, said treatment media being in fluid communication with said 
inlet and said outlet port; 

(b) a first tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; and 

(c) a second tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a proximal end, and a 
distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface and said outside surface is a sealing 
surface; 
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wherein said first tube extends from said housing and surrounds said outlet port, wherein at least 
a portion of said first tube or said second tube surrounds the other, and wherein said sealing 
surfaces of said first and said second tubes extend from the water treatment cartridge housing 
about the same distance; 

wherein a gap is formed betwee n ™* sealing surfed of said first tube and said sealing surface of 

second tube , ™d wherein sa ^ ™V™ surfaces prevent water from flowing into said gap . 
when said water treatment cart ^ e is sealinriv enraged tQ a water treatment device. 

58. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 57. wherein said first and 
second tubes are without o-rings 

59. (Previously Presented) The water treatment cartridge of claim 57, wherein the diameter of 
said inside surface of said second tube is from about 1 cm to about 5 cm, and wherein the 
diameter of said outside surface of said first tube is from about 0.5 cm to about 3 cm. 

60. (Currently Amended) A water treatment device for sealingly and releasably engaging a 
water treatment cartridge, said water treatment device comprising: 

(a) a first housing surrounding an outlet such that a treated water outlet 
passageway is formed, said housing comprising an inside surface and an outside 
surface, said first housing comprising at least one sealing surface; and 

(b) a second housing comprising an inside surface and an outside surface, said 
second housing comprising at least one sealing surface; 

wherein at least a portion of said second housing surrounds at least a portion of 
said first housing, wherei n r prior to engagem e nt with tho water treatment 
cartridge; a gap is formed in the area between said outside surface of said first 
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housing-aed, said inside surface of said second housinp and said sealing surfaces 
nf **i<\ first and second housings such that water does not flow into said gap. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60, wherein the area between 
said outside surface of said first housing and said inside surface of said second housing functions 
as an air vent. 

62. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60, wherein the area between 
said outside surface first housing and said inside surface of said second housing functions as an 
air vent. 

63. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60. wherein said water 
treatment device further comprises a pressure vessel, wherein said pressure vessel is sealingly 
fitted to said water treatment device such that said pressure vessel is, when the water treatment 
cartridge is sealingly engaged to said water treatment device, in untreated fluid communication 
with said first housing, but is not in untreated fluid communication with said second housing. 

64. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 63, wherein said pressure 
vessel is threadably fitted to said water treatement device. 

65. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60, wherein said first housing 
is a tube, and wherein said second housing is a tube. 

66. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60, wherein said first and 
second housings are concentric, and wherein said first housing extends from said water treatment 
device a greater distance than said second housing. 

67. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 60, wherein said outside 
surface of said first housing and said outside surface of said second housing are sealing surfaces. 
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68. (Previously Presented) The water treatment device of claim 67, wherein said sealing 
surfaces are o-rings. 

69. (Currently Amended) A water treatment device capable of sealingly and releasably 
engaging a water treatment cartridge, the water treatment cartridge comprising a first tube and a 
second tube, said water treatment device comprising: 



(a) an outlet housing for sealingly engaging the first tube of the water treatment 
cartridge, said outlet housing comprising an inside surface and an outside surface, 
said outlet housing comprising at least one sealing surface; and 

(b) a vent housing for sealingly engaging the second tube of the water treatment 
cartridge, said vent housing comprising an inside surface and an outside surface, 
said vent housing comprising at least one sealing surface; 

wherein at least a portion of said inside surface of said outlet housing forms and 
defines a treated water outlet passageway, wherein at least a portion of said 
outside surface of said oudet housing and at least a portion of said inside surface 
of said vent housing forms and defines an air vent, and wherein at least a portion 
of said vent housing surrounds at least a portion of said outlet housing! 

wherein when the water device is seflH nglv engaged to a water treatment 
cartridge, a gap is enclosed and sealed be tween the sealed engagement of the 
outlet housing and a first tube of the w a ter treatment cartridge and the sealed 
engagement of the vent housing and a second tube of the cartridge. 
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70. (Currently Amended) A water treatment system comprising: 

(1) a water treatment cartridge for treating water, said water treatment cartridge capable 
of sealingly and releasably engaging a water treatment device, said water treatment 
cartridge comprising: 

(a) a housing, an inlet for introducing water into said water treatment 
cartridge, an outlet port for egress of treated water from said water 
treatment cartridge, and a treatment media for treating water, said 
treatment media being in fluid communication with said inlet and said 
outlet ports; 

(b) a first tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a 
proximal end, and a distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface 
and said outside surface is a sealing surface; and 

(c) a second tube comprising an inside surface, an outside surface, a 
proximal end, and a distal end, wherein at least one of said inside surface 
and said outside surface is a sealing surface; 

wherein said first tube extends from said housing and surrounds said outlet port, and wherein at 
least a portion of said first tube or at least a portion of said second tube surrounds the other; 

(2) a water treatment device for sealingiy and releasably engaging said water treatment 
cartridge, said water treatment device comprising: 

(a) an outlet housing having an inside surface and an outside surface, 
said outlet housing comprising at least one sealing surface; and 
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(b) a vent housing having an inside surface and an outside surface, said 
vent housing comprising at least one sealing surface; 

wherein at least a portion of said inside surface of said outlet housing forms and defines a 
treated water outlet passageway, and wherein at least a portion of said outside surface of 
said outlet housing and at least a portion of said inside surface of said vent housing forms 
and defines an air vent; 

wherein said first tube sealingly engages said oudet housing.jo.fQrm a first seal, and wherein said 
second tube sealingly engages said vent housing rn f™™ a second seal and such that said inside 
surface of said first tube and said inside surface of said oudet housing are in fluid 
communication, and such that said outside surface of said first tube and said inside surface of 
said vent housing are in fluid communication: 

wherein a gap is enclosed between said firs t and second seals and does not permit a liquid to 
flow into the gao. 
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